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We have a team of inspectors throughout Kentucky who take random samples of both agricultural fertilizer materials 
and bagged fertilizer product.  Those samples are tested in our laboratories to determine if they meet the guarantee for 
the product.  From time to time a product does not meet those guarantees.  When that occurs it creates a stop sale on 
that product. 
 
Some deficiencies are so small that they do not create a monetary penalty for that product.  In that case, it is a zero 
penalty stop sale.  However, if the deficiency is large enough, it does create a monetary penalty for that product.  In 
both instances the manufacturer of that product is responsible for dealing with those penalties.  All stop sales must be 
resolved within 90 days of the date of the report.   
 
To begin, let’s start with the “anatomy” of a stop sale and what the notification looks like, and what everything on the 
report means.  You can see all of that on the sample shown below: 
 

 

Page 1- All sample results with 
deficiencies will have at least one 
page, many will have two.  The 
information on the front page 
shows the results of the tests run 
on the sample.  The options 
regarding how to deal with the 
stop sale are shown on page 2 
(page 2 for this sample follows). 
 
Samples that are custom blends 
for farmers will have only one 
page.  
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Page 2- Request for 
release for the stop 
sale.  ALL of the 
fertilizer in the lot 
size must be 
accounted for.  
 
The information 
regarding the amount 
on hand and amount 
sold must be filled in. 
 
The action, or actions, 
chosen to deal with 
this stop sale should 
be noted. 
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Now that we all understand the report, let’s review what you can do to request a release for the stop sale. 
 
For a stop sale that has created a zero penalty.   
 
For deficient samples sold to an identifiable, a farmer, where there is no monetary penalty, no further action is required.   
 

 
 
Note:  A copy of the report is mailed to both the manufacturer and the farmer. 
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For a deficient sample that is a zero penalty, with the purchaser unidentifiable, page one shows all of the identifiable 
information for the sample, just as it did on the page above. 
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The actions you may take to resolve the stop sale are located on page 2 of the analysis.  See below. 
 

 
 
A copy of the label that will be used to re-label and the signed sample analysis should be returned to our office to 
resolve the stop sale. 
 
Note: Copies of the sample analysis are sent to both the manufacturer and distributor. 
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For a stop sale that has created a monetary penalty.   
 
For a deficient sample that has a monetary penalty associated but the purchaser unidentifiable, page one shows all of 
the identifiable information for the sample, just as it did on the sample above.  The sample also shows the element(s) 
that is/are deficient, as well as the penalty that deficiency has attached to the sample.   
 

 
 

Page two indicates the options that are available to the manufacturer to resolve the stop sale. 
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Once you have chosen the option that your company is going to take to resolve the stop sale, mark it, sign the form and 
return it, along with supporting paperwork and payment, if any.  In this instance a copy of the label you plan to re-label 
the product with and penalty payment, to my office to be processed.  Once everything is received, the stop sale will be 
closed 
 
Note:  A copy of the sample is sent to the manufacturer and the dealer. 
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For deficient samples with a monetary penalty attached sold to an identifiable purchaser, generally a farmer, the penalty 
due must be paid to that farmer.   
 

 
 
The farmer account may be credited, if they have one, or the penalty may be made by check to the farmer. Evidence of 
that refund as well as a copy of the sample should be sent to our office in order to resolve/close the stop sale 
 
Note:  A copy of the sample is sent to both the manufacturer and the purchaser. 

Questions regarding stop sales are welcome, if you 
have any please contact us at 859-257-2668. 

 


